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DECEMBER  B.O.D. MEETING  

Monday, December 28
th
  8 p.m. 

JANUARY  BUSINESS MEETING 

Monday, January 4
th
  8 p.m. 

DECODER & LOCO TUNE -UP CLINIC  

Thursday, January 7
th
  8 p.m. 

SCOUT AND FAMILY NIGHT  

Friday, January 8
th
  6-9 p.m. 

SHOW COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday, January 11
th
  8 p.m. 

OFFICIAL OPERATIONS  

Monday & Thursday, January 18
th
 & 21

st
   8 p.m. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

Saturday, January 23
rd

     

DECEMBER B.O.D. MEETING  

Monday, January 25
th
  8 p.m. 

AMHERST RWY SOCIETY TRAIN SHOW  

Sat.& Sun., Jan. 30-31 ñBIG Eò W. Springfield 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Bryan Miller  on winning his 

monthôs 50/50 Raffle! 

The two famous RR viaducts in eastern 
Pennsylvania are THE STARRUCCA, which has 
had the New York & Erie RR, the Erie RR, the Erie-
Lackawanna RR, Conrail, New York, Susquehanna 
& Western RR, and the Norfolk Southern cross its 
stone structure. The other is TUNKHANNOCK, a 
little bit south, which was built by the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western and hosted Conrail, 
Delaware & Hudson, Canadian Pacific and is now 
owned by Norfolk Southern. Hereôs who knew the 
answers: 
 
John Roberts   Bill Sims 
Coleman Walsh  Roger St. Peter 
Al Taylor   Jim Ferris 
Fred Lockhart   Savery Moore 
Dan Peterson   John Sheridan 
Jim South   Skip Burton 
Rick Sutton   Ron Clough 
  Marty Melamed 

 
Fred won the drawing for the Atlas C425 dressed in 
New Haven paint. (The last locomotive purchased 
by the New Haven.) Congratulations and thanks to 
all for playing! 
 
FOR JANUARY: Our Annual Train Calendar contest.  
 
What is the designation of Amtrakôs latest Electric 
locomotive, which replaces the ñMighty Mouseò? Also, 
what manufacturer produced this loco? As per tradition, 
contributions of RR calendars are being accepted now 
and all members with correct answers will go home with 
a RR calendaréno one loses!   
 
Answer forms available on old display case inside door 
to train room or any piece of paper will do, or email 
answers to:  daveclinton@verizon.net.  Good luck! 
 
 
 

 

 

 
   This month there has been a fair amount of 
progress being made, even though we are in the 
holiday season. First off, Paul III and Bryan Miller 
have almost got the roundhouse complete in Cedar 
Hill engine terminal; the building is all there but they 
still have some parts to glue. The roundhouse really 
is the centerpiece of that area. There was concern, 
in the planning stages, that it did not face the aisle. 
But now that it is built, you will see that the back 
walls have good-size windows. Paul wants to add 
lighting to it, and when that is done it should be 
pretty easy to see the locomotives inside the house 
and should make for some good photos. As has 
been for quite a while, the scenery at ñCorner Cityò 
continues with most all the buildings completed and 
in place. Savery has been working on finishing the 
scenery on the land forms and ballasting. Peter 
Palica is putting the finishing touches on the station 
and there is some work on each end of the city to 
be completed. This city scene really makes a 
statement! The Electrical Committee has finished 
wiring the toggle panels in the Cedar Hill yard area, 
including wiring the LEDôs. The final setup is 
toggles for the East end of the arrival/departure 
yard and the yard lead on both sides of the bridge, 
to make it easier during operations, Just remember, 
with dual controls, the position of the toggle does 
not always reflect the position of the turnout; the 

CONTESTS 

FORM 19 

ORDERS 

Fred Lockhart 
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LEDôs do that--so always go by the LED. I will be 
glad to give anyone, who would like, an overview of 
the panels. The committee is also moving the 
ñtemporary togglesò (10 years) for the switch 
machines in Essex Jct. yard to the track diagram 
fascia. The toggle for the Essex Jct. freight house is 
working and labeled properly and the rest of the 
toggles should be done in a week or so. The 
toggles that control any turnout right off the main 
will have a ñkillò switch to prevent the turnout from 
being thrown during an event where the public is 
present; after all, we seem to have enough wrecks 
on our own without outside help!! 
   Hope Santa was good to all of you in the train 
department this year. Have a Happy New Year! 
 
Fred Lockhart 
Chief Engineer 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
DECEMBER 2010    (5 years ago) 
ÑMBTA begins service to T.F. Green Airport in 
Warwick, RI. 
ÑMBTA builds 50 bike canopies at major train, bus 
and subway stops to shelter 12 or more bikes at 
each. 
ÑKinkisharyo introduces prototype LFX-300 low 
floor, hybrid streetcar for North American market. 
ÑCalifornia High Speed Rail Authority votes to 
begin construction of L.A. to S.F. line. 
ÑChinese High Speed passenger train sets new 
high-speed record of 302 MPH on test run. 
Ñ10 year anniversary of Acela service shows 
Amtrak has captured more than half the air/rail 
market of Boston-New York route. 
ÑòWickò Moorman, CEO of NS named Railroader 
of the Year by Railway Age. 
ÑTalgo to close Milwaukee manufacturing plant, 
after Wisconsin governor turns away Federal 
money. 
ÑAmtrak provides a G-scale models of their 
ñGenesisò loco and five ñAmfleetò cars to circle the 
National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse in D.C. 
ÑòLimited Runò USN boxcar orders taken. 
ÑRoss Kudlick voted as ñHonorary Memberò. 

ÑU.P. unveils its patented ñAutoFlexò convertible 
multi-level car for transporting vehicles. 
DECEMBER 2005    (10 years ago) 
ÑCommemorating the 30th anniversary of his song 
ñCity of New Orleansò, Arlo Guthrie rides the real 
train for the first time.  
ÑChina ended steam locomotive operations. 
ÑMBTA orders 100 more Green Line trolleys from 
Breda of Italy. 
DECEMBER 2000    (15 years ago) 
ÑAmtrakôs Acela Express service inaugurated, with 
one round-trip each day. 
ÑAmtrak receives engineering award for 
electrification work between New Haven and 
Boston. 
ÑOld B&M shops in Concord, NH, demolished for 
shopping mall. 
ÑLionel Trains celebrates 100th birthday. 
ÑChamplain Flyer on Vermont Rail System starts 
service between Charlotte and Burlington, VT. 
ÑAmtrak applies ñAcelaò scheme to first of P42 
ñGenesisò locos; later nicknamed ñThe Waveò or 
ñBlueberryò scheme. 
ÑRailroad Explorer picture magazine launched. 
ÑGreenbush Line tunnel under Weymouth Landing 
in discussion. 
DECEMBER 1995     (20 Years Ago) 
ÑOwners of the Flying Yankee, which had been 
trucked to Glen, NH, plan to turn three-unit train 
into a stationary restaurant. 
ÑAmtrak converts two F40PH locos into cab cars 
with baggage section. Nicknamed ñCab-baggageò 
or ñCabbageò and first used on Downeaster. 
ÑAmtrak Vermonter mistakenly routed to Long 
Island by Harold Tower in NY. 
ÑCP in merger talks with Illinois Central. 
ÑBombardier opens car building plant in 
Plattsburgh, NY. 
ÑAmtrak completes phase I of New York-Boston 
High Speed Rail System, with installation of new 
signals, concrete ties and five high-speed 
interlockings. 
ÑWorcester Redevelopment Authority receives first 
money of $35 million for restoration of Union 
Station. 
ÑJohn Childs joins SSMRC. 
ÑGov. Weld gives go-ahead to Greenbush Line 
restoration for December 1999 start-up. (try 
October 2007 for reality-Ed.) 
DECEMBER 1990     (25 Years Ago) 
ÑPaul Cutler, Jr. joins SSMRC. 

SEMAPHORE 
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ÑDoug Buchanan wins first prize in ñSecond 

Annual Photo Contestò in the Semaphore. 

ÑAmtrakôs Night Owl speeds full speed into Back 
Bay station and crashes into full MBTA commuter 
train, miraculously with no fatalities. 
ÑAmtrak restores real china dishes and tablecloths 
to certain long-distance trains. 
ÑWorkers dig through the last dividing rock, 
digging under the English Channel and connect 
Britain with mainland Europe. Nicknamed ñthe 
Chunnelò. 
ÑVIA Rail Canada unveils first fully-refurbished 
Budd Stainless cars, to be used on The Canadian. 
ÑAmtrak opens first ñMetropolitan Loungeò, in 
Penn Station, NY, for first class passengers.  
DECEMBER 1985     (30 Years Ago) 
ÑOne-day strike by B&M Commuter Rail workers 
strands 25,000 commuters. Because of this, MBTA 
takes over Commuter Rail operations. 
ÑWolfeboro RR up for sale; never reopens. 
ÑNew Danvers River Bridge opens on Rockport 
Commuter Rail line. Old wooden bridge burned 13 
months previous. 
ÑBudd SPV-2000 self-propelled cars pulled from 
service, after six years of problems. 
ÑFRA transfers responsibility for Northeast 
Corridor improvements Program to Amtrak. 
ÑMBTA orders 34 commuter rail coaches and cab 
cars from MBB of Germany, which were built in 
Germany and completed in Massachusetts. 
ÑLionel closes Mexican plant and returns to 
production in Michigan. 
ÑAmtrakôs Adirondack re-routed to Central Station 
in Montreal, leaving Windsor Station with only 
commuter trains. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Applicant Rob Cook and ñnewbieò to the clinic, 
started off the fun with a Stewart F3A & B set; 
It was decorated for his favorite road, the New York 
Central (Especially ñlightning-stripesò and the 
Boston & Albany).  The set was an older one, from 
the days when Kato was providing the drive to 
Stewart, so the factory boards were replaced with 

the DH165KO.  The hardest part is replacing the 
stock headlight bulb with an L.E.D. Paul Agnewôs 
advice was very helpful, showing us how he used 
the stock light tube and used heat shrink around 
the whole tube, so it fit nicely in the plastic support 
at the front of the chassis. Rob was happy and, I 
think, will be a returnee to the clinic! 
 
Speaking of Paul Agnew, he brought another 
unusual piece, which looked ñusualò. A Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western F3A which was comprised 
of a Cary white metal body on an Athearn ñBlue 
Boxò chassis with a new can motor. This was 
definitely a ñhard wireò job, using the DH126. A 
perfect decoder for this heavy model, as it has a 
peak 2.0-amp rating. This model could pull the door 
off the shed and without traction tires! A large L.E.D 
protected by a 1K resistor works good in the 
headlight, as the end of the L.E.D. looks like the 
lens on the locomotive headlight, which it is! Any of 
the decoders ending with a ñ6ò can now have a 
ñkeep-aliveò module added, which keeps power to 
the motor over dead spots, using four large 
capacitors. Paul has had good success with them 
in various locos and I have had good success with 
them in ñcabò cars for keeping the various lights on.  
Good for cabooses, too! 
 
Bryan Miller brought his Atlas RS3, decorated in 
the handsome P&W white scheme.  Also being an 
older model, and there being no plug, the factory 
board was replaced with the Digitrax DH165AO 
The model did come equipped with resistor-
protected L.E.D.s so they were simply wired to the 
center end contacts on the replacement board.  
Those boards now come with current-limiting 
resistors, so it is not necessary for separate 
resistors on L.E.D.s or 1.5v mini-bulbs.  That being 
the case, the lights did not work properly, so we 
used the option of by-passing the on-board 
resistors and both L.E.D.s now worked, even if the 
front headlight stayed on.  Another happy camper, 
Bryan can now register his history-filled loco, which 
originally came from the Delaware & Hudson, a 
favorite railroad of his. 
 
Savery Moore brought his unusual GP9b, recently 
brought out by Athearn Genesis in Union Pacific, 
his favorite road (another one!). This model came 
with factory DCC and sound, so Savery was at the 
clinic (ñtune-upò) to change out the crap-u-mate 
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couplers, that Athearn insists on using (plastic and 
crappy). Check out the portholes in the side, where 
the cab would be on a regular GP9ðdefinitely 
unique. 
 
 
Overall, a fun evening, with always something to be 
learned. Thanks to Paul III for setting up the Clinic 
workstations. Our next clinic will be Thursday, 
January 7th . Sign-up sheet on Bulletin Board. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 
 

 
  

CSXôS SANTA TRAIN COMPLETED its 73rd run 
on Nov. 21, 2015 in Kingsport, Tenn., after having 
made its inaugural run in 1943 as a good will 
gesture to residents of rural Eastern Kentucky and 
Southwest Virginia. The Santa Train was started by 
the Merchants Bureau of Kingsport (which later 
became the Kingsport Chamber of Commerce) and 
one of CSXôs predecessor railroads, the Clinchfield 
Railroad, as a way to thank people who traveled to 
Kingsport throughout the year to do their shopping. 
It runs a 110-mile route through Kentucky, Virginia 
and Tennessee and makes 14 scheduled stops, 
starting with Shelby County, Ky., and ending with 
Kingsport, Tenn. More than 15 tons of gifts a 
distributed along the trainôs route annually, CSX 
says. In addition to toys, fresh fruit and winter 
clothing are also handed out. (RA) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
THE WESTERN MARYLAND SCENIC Railroad 
continues to make steady progress on its efforts to 
return Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 No. 1309 to 
operation. The railroad sent out a letter to its 
foundation supporters on Nov. 22 highlighting 
recent accomplishments. ñThe most significant 
discovery was that the firebox of the 1309, was as 
Scott Lindsay put it, óin like new conditionô, leading 
to speculation that the C&O replaced the firebox 
late in the locomotiveôs service,ò an excerpt reads. 
In October, Scott Lindsay and officials from the 
Steam Operation Corp. completed a detailed 
ultrasound survey of the locomotiveôs boiler.  

The testing revealed several areas of the boiler and 
rear tube sheet with erosion and other potential 
issues. While the boiler and rear tube sheet would 
meet current standards, more extensive work would 
require several patches within the next 3-5 years, 
according to the letter.  Western Maryland Scenic 
General Superintendent Mike Gresham made the 
decision to delay 1309ôs return to service to give 
shop crew times to install the needed patches and 
bring the boiler to substantially ñas-builtò condition. 
The railroad also launched its ñ1309 Completion 
Campaignò fundraising initiative that will have the 
locomotive pulling trains by mid-2016. 
From its beginning, this has been a grassroots 
effort without the direct support of major 
corporations or the railroad industry,ò the letter said.  
The campaign hopes to raise $200,000 through the 
expansion of its popular ñHand on the Throttleò 
program. A $500 (or greater) donation, the recipient 
will receive a gift certificate for a cab ride in No. 
1309 during regularly scheduled excursions. For a 
$1,000 (or greater) donation, the donor will receive 
a gift certificate for 30 minutes of throttle time. For 
$2,000 or more, the donor will receive a 1-hour 
experience. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
A BUYER HAS STEPPED FORWARD to save 
Apache Railroad from abandonment. Arizona-
based real estate company Aztec Land and Cattle 
Co. has agreed to purchase the railroad to preserve 
it for future industrial development. Aztec owns 
thousands of acres of land along the railroadôs 
right-of-way. The purchase price is $7.2 million. 
The 38-mile line is known to railfans for its all-Alco 
roster of C420 and C424 locomotives built in the 
1960s. The Apache interchanges with BNSF 
Railway at Holbrook on the Southern Transcon in 
northeastern Arizona. Snowflake Mayor Tom 
Poscharsky said one reason Aztec President 
Stephen M. Brophy is interested in the railroad is a 
proposal for a new chicken farm along the line. The 
facility would produce 5 million eggs a day, about 
24 semi-trailer loads daily. The railroad is needed 
to bring grain in to feed chickens. The business 
could add $5 million a year to the railroadôs bottom 
line.  The fight to save the Apache over the past 
three years reads like a novel. On one side was an 
investor group that wanted to tear up the railroad 
for its salvage value, while the Town of Snowflake 
fought to preserve it, fearing its loss would quash 
future industrial development prospects. (TN) 
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ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION is 
putting railroads on notice that while they have 
been granted a three-year extension to install 
positive train control, they will be held to a strict 
schedule to meet the new deadline. ñThe focus has 
to remain on getting PTC up and running and 
implemented as soon as possible,ò Federal 
Railroad Administrator Sarah Feinberg said in a 
speech to a railroad conference last week. ñI 
recognize that the legislation allows 2018 to be the 
goal and there can be a potential extension beyond 
2018 to 2020. But the deadline is 2018. If you need 
to get to 2020, there are certain boxes that have to 
be checked in order to get there.ò Warning against 
expecting another deadline extension, Feinberg 
sent a letter to the railroads outlining what she 
expects in the coming months and years. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
EMD HAS RELEASED the first two SD70ACe-T4s 
from Progress Railôs Muncie, Ind., plant for testing. 
EMDX Nos. 1502 and 1503 departed Indiana 
enroute to the AAR Transportation Technology 
Center near Pueblo, Colo. The SD70ACe-T4 is 
EMD's North American freight locomotive designed 
to meet Tier 4 emissions standards that took effect 
at the beginning of 2015. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
BOMBARDIER HAS SOLD almost a third of its 
train business to Quebecôs major pension fund for 
$1.5 billion. The deal marks the second time in less 
than a month that the companyôs home province 
has stepped in to help shore up Bombardierôs 
balance sheet. (WSJ) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
PRIVATE FUNDS MAY BE USED to finance part 
of the $20 billion Hudson River rail tunnel project 
linking New Jersey with Manhattan. Amtrak plans to 
build a new two-track tunnel with the federal 
government paying half of the bill. The states of 
New Jersey and New York would be responsible for 
the remaining amount, but financial hurdles both 
states face suggest they could try to tap private 
funding options to meet their commitment.  Private 
financing would be especially suited to the 
expansion and revamp of New Yorkôs Penn Station, 
but could also help fund tunnel construction itself, 
Drew Galloway, Amtrakôs deputy chief of Northeast 
Corridor Planning and Performance, tells Reuters. 
New York has several expensive projects, including 
funding of its subway and commuter rail system, 

that already compete for funding while New Jersey 
grapples with high debt, a pension system shortfall 
and a sluggish economy. The Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, which owns New York City 
area bridges, airports, tunnels and ports, will create 
a new unit to run the project and that unit could 
form partnerships with investors. Such partnerships 
typically would have the private sector design, 
build, finance, operate and maintain parts of the 
project while the public entity would retain 
ownership. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL passenger 
steam locomotive ever built will soon be heading 
into 2016 with a new set of wheels.  Norfolk & 
Western 4-8-4 No. 611 will journey from its home at 
the Virginia Museum of Transportation to Norfolk 
Southernôs Shaffers Crossing locomotive shop to 
receive a new front truck. The engine is expected to 
make the cross town trip in January with no firm 
date as to when it will return.  ñWe knew early on 
that it would need to be replaced,ò museum 
Executive Director Bev Fitzpatrick tells Trains 
NewsWire. ñBut it was okay for the first excursion 
season.ò The standard bearings on the front truck 
will be converted from an oil bath to grease and will 
be cooled by ambient air temperature. Brenco, of 
Petersburgh, Va., has donated the set of four inside 
bearings to the project. The total cost for the new 
truck is expected to be between $150,000-
$200,000, which is covered in the original 
restoration budget. Fitzpatrick says that the truck 
will still look like the current one to the casual 
observer. The locomotive has been winterized and 
is under the roof the W. Graham Claytor pavilion. 
Water has been blown out of it; minor work is being 
performed on the piston including the replacement 
of seals before it heads to the shop. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
TRANSIT OFFICIALS detailed earlier this month a 
newly created ñemergency snow deskò that will be 
staffed around the clock during winter storms, 
helping the MBTA provide a stream of service 
updates for commuters. The desk will produce a 
ñsituational reportò every two hours for the T and 
the commuter rail during winter weather, and is 
similar to a structure used by the stateôs highway 
division during snowstorms, said MBTA General 
Manager Frank DePaola. DePaola said the T will 
also have an ñemergency operations centerò where 
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executives will group together to make decisions 
related to the weather. (BG) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
REFUTING PRACTICALLY EVERY purported 
benefit that Canadian Pacific has given, and citing 
substantial regulatory risks and uncertainties as 
well as many other negatives, Norfolk Southern on 
Dec. 4, 2015 loudly and firmly rejected CPôs 
proposal to merge the two railroads into a 
transcontinental. The NS board ñhas unanimously 
rejected Canadian Pacificôs previously announced 
unsolicited, low-premium, non-binding, highly 
conditional indication of interest to acquire the 
company for $46.72 in cash and a fixed exchange 
ratio of 0.348 shares in a new company that would 
own Canadian Pacific and Norfolk Southern,ò NS 
said. ñAfter a comprehensive review, conducted in 
consultation with financial and legal advisors, the 
Norfolk Southern board concluded that the 
indication of interest is grossly inadequate, creates 
substantial regulatory risks and uncertainties that 
are highly unlikely to be overcome, and is not in the 
best interest of the company and its shareholders. 
The board believes that Canadian Pacificôs 
indication of interest is opportunistically timed to 
take advantage of a Norfolk Southern market 
valuation that has been adversely affected by a 
challenging commodity price environment, does not 
fully reflect infrastructure investments Norfolk 
Southern has made, and does not incorporate the 
upside from further improvements anticipated to 
result from the initiatives that the company is 
implementing. (RA) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
BNSF RAILWAY is prepared to intervene in any 
merger proceeding involving Canadian Pacific 
Railway and Norfolk Southern, and to even seek 
out its own merger partner, the railroadôs executive 
chairman told Trains News Wire recently. ñIf itôs 
going to happen, weôre going to play,ò said Matt 
Rose in an interview with Fred W. Frailey. Without 
explicitly saying so, Rose implied that the obvious 
partner for BNSF in a merger would be CSX 
Transportation. A CP-NS merger, he said, would 
have NSôs profits being taxed at Canadaôs lower 
corporate tax rate, putting CSX at a competitive 
disadvantage. At the same time, Rose said his own 
preference is to do nothing. ñI always put myself in 
the minds of my customers. I just sense customers 
feel there has been too much consolidation and too 
much market power put in the hands of railroads.ò 

But if there is to be a merger case before the 
Surface Transportation Board, BNSF will not sit idly 
by, Rose said. BNSF is owned by conglomerate 
Berkshire Hathaway, and as Rose puts it, 
ñEveryone knows it has the firepower to do a major 
transaction.ò (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
INTERNATIONAL CROSS-BORDER RAIL 
SERVICE between the Dutch city of Groningen and 
the northwest of Germany are going to be severely 
disrupted for several years following a collision 
between a 7,000-ton cargo ship and a bridge on 
Dec. 3rd. The bridge, near the small western 
German town of Weener, carries a single track rail 
line over the river Ems and was used by frequent 
regional passenger services between the north of 
the Netherlands and Germany plus limited freight 
services. Buses using an alternate road bridge 
have replaced the trains since the incident. The 
bridge could also be used by pedestrians and 
cyclists and had a lifting section enabling cargo 
ships to pass through. It was this that the ship 
collided with. Nobody was injured in the incident, 
but rail traffic is suspended indefinitely and the river 
is currently also closed to cargo ships ð around 
10,000 a year normally sail under or through the 
bridge.  Experts surveying the damage and found 
that not only is the steelwork of the bridge damaged 
beyond repair but the force of the collision has 
damaged the bridge's foundations. Repairs are 
estimated at more than $11 million and could take 
up to five years. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
ONE MAINE LOCOMOTIVE is under steam again 
for the first time in 82 years. Wiscasset, Waterville 
& Farmington Railway No. 9 operated under its own 
steam for test runs on Dec. 5. The engine had been 
cold since 1933. The Saturday test runs are the 
culmination of a nine-year effort by Wiscasset, 
Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum 
members to restore the 18-ton two-foot gauge 
Forney 0-4-4t engine. Additional testing and crew 
training will take place before the engine enters 
regular service on the restored 2.5-mile section of 
the original railroad. Volunteers collaborated to 
complete most of the project including a new boiler 
and redesign of critical frame components to meet 
current safety requirements, restoration of the 
wooden cab, and manufacture of several missing 
components. In addition, WW&F members 
designed and built specialized tools such as a 

http://cs.trains.com/trn/b/fred-frailey/archive/2015/12/10/matt-rose-if-ns-goes-we-39-re-in.aspx
http://cs.trains.com/trn/b/fred-frailey/archive/2015/12/10/matt-rose-if-ns-goes-we-39-re-in.aspx


 
    

 
9 

 

portable quartering machine to move the project 
along. Except for construction of the new boiler at 
the nearby Boothbay Railway Museum, all work 
was done in the museum's shop. No. 9 is the oldest 
of the five surviving two-foot gauge steam 
locomotives operated by Maine's two-foot gauge 
common carrier railroads. It was built by the state's 
Portland Co. in 1891 for the Sandy River Railroad, 
a predecessor of the Sandy River & Rangeley 
Lakes, as its No. 5. It subsequently became 
SR&RL No. 6. In 1924, it was sold to the Kennebec 
Central Railroad, where it became No. 4. Kennebec 
Central shut down in 1929, and in early 1933, No. 4 
was purchased by the original Wiscasset railroad, 
where it became No. 9. It operated only a few times 
on the WW&F before it was sidelined by a 
mechanical failure, just two days before the WW&F 
shut down itself. The locomotive languished in the 
WW&F's shop in Wiscasset until 1937, when two 
Connecticut railfans purchased it and moved it to 
Thompson, Conn., where it was stored in a shed for 
58 years before returning to Maine in 1995 and is 
now part of the museum group celebrating the 
heritage of its namesake railroad. (TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
AMTRAK CEO Joe Boardman says he'll retire late 
next year. The surprise announcement in a recent 
letter to Amtrak employees comes one month after 
the passenger railroad's board of directors voted to 
extend Boardman's tenure for another two years. 
Boardman says in the employee letter that he will 
step down in September 2016 after having served 
about eight years in Amtrak's top job.  
ñWhen I look back at this time I see so many 
accomplishments and so many changes we made 
to make Americaôs Railroad a stronger, safer and a 
more important part of our nationôs transportation 
system,ò Boardman says. In an exclusive interview 
with Trains News Wire in Washington last week, 
Boardman gave every indication that he would 
continue. Retiring in 2017 would make his chief 
executive stint, which began in 2008, Amtrakôs 
second longest after W. Graham Claytor, Jr., who 
retired in 1993 after serving 11 years. That wonôt 
change. When asked what his immediate priorities 
are, Boardman says he wants to get Amtrakôs 
Advanced Civil Speed Enforcement System version 
of positive train control installed on all sections of 
the Northeast Corridor by the end of 2015. He also 
spoke at length about equipment. ñWeôre really 
working hard to make sure we get the CAF (USA) 

deliveries for long-distance equipment,ò Boardman 
said of Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles, 
the passenger car maker with a factory in Elmira, 
N.Y. ñWe have all the baggage cars now, the dining 
cars are in the climate chamber, and then we move 
on to (the baggage dorms and sleepers).ò 
Regarding acquisition of high-speed trainsets for 
the Northeast Corridor, Boardman said, ñI donôt 
expect to be here when they get here, but I want to 
make sure they get ordered and that gets done 
before I leave.ò He said that Amtrak doesnôt have, 
ña final figure from the vendor and we donôt yet 
have approval on a Railroad Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Financing loan but we are doing all 
the due diligence that we are supposed to do to 
make that happen.ò He said that he hopes to 
announce details on NEC trainsets within the next 
three months. Reflecting on his last seven years as 
president, Boardman said, ñOur debt is lower, our 
revenues are up, our ridership is up, our labor 
efficiencies have improved. Thereôs no question 
that weôve got more to do ð I think weôre more 
incremental (recently) because we have so many 
things to move forward, like Americans with 
Disabilities Act improvements and implementation 
of all of the ideas and concepts that came out of the 
PRIIA legislation. Weôre getting the Siemens 
electric locomotivesð56 of the 70 of them have 
been delivered. I think weôve gotten a lot done,ò 
Boardman said. As for beefing up an aging fleet of 
Amfleet and Superliner I passenger cars from the 
1970s and early 1980s that are older now than 
anything Amtrak inherited from railroads when it 
began operating in 1971, Boardman didnôt expect 
to see any difference in the annual appropriations, 
but he points out that the new surface 
transportation legislation at least authorizes money 
for the ñGatewayò Hudson River tunnel project, ñand 
that means,ò he said, ñthat thereôs going to be 
capital money that needs to be made available for 
our national system and to replace and improve the 
equipment we have out there.ò These are all items 
Boardman refers to in his letter to employees. He 
also says that he wants to give the Amtrak board 
plenty of time to search for and select a successor. 
(TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE is putting the 
steam back in Steamtown.  On December 10th, 
Baldwin Locomotive Works 0-6-0 No. 26 moved 
under its own power for the first time in more than 
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15 years. The restoration marked the first time the 
federally funded museum dedicated to preserving 
steam-era railroading has had its own operating 
steam locomotive since 2012. The test run comes a 
year after the locomotive was test-fired in 
December 2014 as part of an exhaustive, multi-
year overhaul. The locomotive was built by Baldwin 
in 1926 and was used as a shop switcher there and 
for the Jackson Iron & Steel Co. The engine came 
to Steamtown in January 1990.No. 26 backed out 
on to the Steamtown turntable in Scranton shortly 
after 1:30 p.m. and then ran back and forth through 
the former Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad yard for much of the afternoon.  

 
 
The locomotive was fired up earlier in the week and 
crews spent the last few days addressing minor 
problems. Mechanic and preservation specialist 

Bruce Mowbray tells Trains News Wire that most of 

the issues stemmed from a troublesome air 
compressor but by Thursday it appeared to be 
resolved. Barring any major problems during 
subsequent months, the locomotive will be 
Steamtown's primary locomotive during the 2016 
season when it will be used on various yard 
excursions. 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
AS SHAREHOLDERS AND RAILROADERS gear 
up for a potentially epic Canadian Pacific battle for 
Norfolk Southern, Congress has just changed the 
rules. On December 10th, the House of 
Representatives passed the Surface Transportation 
Board Reauthorization Act of 2015, a sweeping 
piece of legislation that will establish the railroad 
oversight board as its own independent agency. 
Now that both houses of Congress have approved 
the bill ð the U.S. Senate passed S. 808 earlier 

this year ð it will be sent to President Barack 
Obama for his signature approval or veto. Once the 
bill becomes a law, the STB will be removed from 
the U.S. Department of Transportation and become 
its own independent agency. The board 
membership will also increase from three to five; of 
those five members three of them will have to ñhave 
professional standing and demonstrated knowledge 
in the fields of transportation, transportation 
regulation, or economic regulation.ò The new law 
also requires the agency to address rail rate 
complaints faster, creating ñsimplified and 
expedited methods.ò Now, the board will have to 
make a final decision on any rail rate issues within 
180 days. While federal officials were silent about 
the news, the Association of American Railroads 
welcomed it. ñThis legislation strikes the right 
balance of preserving a market-based structure for 
shippers and railroads, while also providing 
commonsense process improvements that will 
allow the STB to work more efficiently,ò says 
Edward R. Hamberger, AAR president and CEO.  
The STB was created in 1996 with the demise of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. It is unclear 
what the changes to the board may have on recent 
talks of a Canadian Pacific-Norfolk Southern 
combination or merger. Any combination would 
have to be approved by the board under rules 
developed in the early 2000s. An independent 
board, however, may choose to adopt new rules. 
(TN) 
ǒǒǒǒǒǒǒ 
THE NATIONôS NEWEST TRANSPORTATION 
legislation will allow passenger rail operators the 
chance to operate as many as three long-distance 
routes currently run by Amtrak. Congress directs 
the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to start a pilot 
program enabling competitors to bid on up to three-
long distance routes for an operational period of 
four years with one renewal option that spans an 
additional four years as part of ñFixing Americaôs 
Surface Transportationò Act. Those eligible to bid 
on the operation of Amtrak-served routes include 
railroads that own the infrastructure Amtrak is using 
on that specific route, railroads or companies with 
trackage rights or similar agreements, or state-
operated authorities or other agencies administered 
by state government that offer intercity passenger 
service. Those bidding on such routes would be 
held to the same performance standard as Amtrak 
using data acquired from the last fiscal year. (TN) 


