The Semaphore

South Shore Model Railway Club

NEWSLETTER

Home of the “East Coast Lines” since 1938

NOVEMBER 28, 2022 v y YWy W ¥ WOLUMKEAZ v v wwyy YWUMBERIL




The Semap

David N. ClintonEditor-in-Chief

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
31 OOEAAOOAOT - AOOAAEROIIL@E DB 88888 8 g
O4EA |/ DAOAODT 068888 88 BalCatler 8
BostonGlobe8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 BakldBonanno
7RARO00A01T - AOOAAEOOAOOO8888888888
Rhode IslandNews8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 Tony Donatelli
A EA #EEAEBG 8#8I18B1BA0O. Fred Lockhart
O"AEET A OEA 3AATAO 88888888883A0A0U - 11
Midd O1 AT OEA . Ax0888 8888888 $1 6¢c " OAE
PRODUCTION STAFF
00ATl EAAOES $888888 8.8 AlMunn

Jim Ferris

Bryan Miller
Web Page8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8888 8 8 8 8 .8 Savery Moore
#1 OA OET Ol COAPEAOS B8HSIuBA 8 8
' OAOO #1711 OOEAOOT OBBBMEKEDeY 8 8

& cc

5
8

The Semaphmtre monthly (except July) newsletter of the South Shore Model Railway Club & Museum (SSMRC) and any
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FORM 19 ORDERS

NOVEMBER B.O.D. MEETING

Monday, November28" 8 p.m.
DECEMBER BUSINESS MEETING
Monday,December 88 p.m.

ANNUAL AUCTION

Monday, December™SAFTER Business Meeting
DCC & EQUIPMENT TUNE -UP CLINIC
Thursday December 88 p.m.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
SundayDecember 18

DECEMBER B.O.D. MEETING
Thursday, December 298 p.m.

CONTESTS

Congratulations to Jim Emerson (one of our new

applicants) onwinningt hi s mont hdés fAFf
drawing!

For the JANUARY Business Meeting (changed from
Decemberyanot her #fAWord Findo f
RIP knowing that he is still causing enjoyment at the
SSMRC.ThePuzzl e was i n | ashismo

wi || be our
entering a correct puzzle going home with a train
calendar. We appreciate donations of RR calendars, so
if you are ordering your
be donated to the contest? Just put in my mailbox or
give to me in person. Extra copies of the contest are on
red paper in the train room. Good luck!

f

CHIEF’S CORNER

Fred Lockhart

We have been busy at the club.
Since my last column, our Fall Show
worked out great for the club, we had
good attendance both days, even
with the nice weather. We hosted
guests from the Pennsylvania
Railroad Technical & Historical

.’.7. |
Society group and from all reports they enjoyed

operating on our railroad. A few days later, we had

our annual ATrains and
was enjoyed by all--no rust on our mainlines! With
no major construction projects going on right now
the progress is usually in the scenery area, but
Savery and Bryan have had to spend their time
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putting their work tables back together and getting

the supplies set up on the tables., We hope to have

a permanent area for them in the future so they
wonot have to go through
England and applicant Jim Emerson are setting up

a demonstration of a working signal system on our
new section of the railroad, at the junction of the
flyover line and the Boston Division. Jim has this
system working on his home railroad, he makes his
own control boards and signals.

Now t hat we donot have
the club, | am going to start a project that has been
on my mind since we moved the Boston/Great
Lakes staging yards: | am going to add a turnout off
the mainline opposite turnout #73 and add more
turnouts to double-end the Great Lakes tracks. It
will improve traffic flow during shows and other
events. A couple of other projects that | would like
to see done would be adding toggles to shut off the
newer staging tracks and the other would be adding
LEDs to the fascia next to mainline turnouts to
?h%vh their condition, as we have on leg one.
Ardthe? (I know | said a couple) would be to add a
small fimodel boardoon the fascia at Bethlehem Jct.
for the slip turnouts--similar to the one at Cedar
HillﬁAeriqu/Q arture yardm ay

When you are running trains anopfi%d a problem,

n t Pledse leave @ gotedn mydnmailbox, if | am not at the

mai |
best

e as enosy
way

clugd n tcehsa @ k
of you do; i t 6 s
problem.

my
t he
guestions or comments are always welcome.

Fred Lockhart
Chief Engineer

Semaphore Mem{

NOVEMBER 2017 (5 years ago)

N Steel Mill backdrops adjusted and Larsen Branch track
relocated to come off the passenger lead.

N Amtrak service restored to Roanoke, VA, without rail
passenger service for 38 years.

NWestern For est Product 6s
Vancouver, British Columbia, the last logging railroad in
North America, closes down.

NThe CSX fASanta Traino
N Brand-new station in Wallingford, Conn. opens.
N GE divests of their Transportation Division.

N Claremont Concord S-4 #102, Ex-QBT #19, ex-D&H
#3036 sold to Cooperstown & Charlotte Valley RR in
upstate New York.
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N Lack of funds stops restoration work on ex-C&O #1309

at the WM Scenic RR.

N Plans of installing secondtrainp | at f or m at
Union Station, to enable more than one train at-a-time in
station.

NMBTA to do away with AChar
to board trains, trolleys and buses with the tap of a credit
card or smartphone.

NOVEMBER 2012 (10 years ago)

N lowa Pacific acquires controlling interest in Cape Rail,
Inc. and its subsidiaries.

N D.O.T. designates Cumbres & Toltec Scenic RR as a
National Historic Landmark.

NEMD®& s C a-painteh 3DFOAee locomotive debuts
NVermont plans to up-grade Vermont Rail System
trackage between Rutland and Burlington for future
passenger service.

NAmtrakos Downeaster arriv
station, marking beginning of passenger train service to
communities north of Portland for first time in over 50
yrs. N Town of Stoughton purchases its train station from
MBTA,; it is on National Register of Historic Places.

N CSX begins moving out of its ex-NYC Beacon Park
Yard in Allston. Flexi-Flo cars are moved to Westboro
and intermodal moves to Wo
N Association of Railway Museums and Tourist Railway
Association, Inc. merge.

N CPR puts all 56 of its SD90/43MACs up for sale; not
successful on the RR and frequently in storage.

NNS unveils latest commemorative locomotive: an
SD60E, AThe Veteranos Comm
N The New Pullman Sleeping Car Co. inaugurates run of
historic cars on back of Amtrakoés O
out of Chicago.

N Amtrak inaugurates service from Norfolk, VA to NYC.
N Six parties submit bids to the City of Waterville, ME, to
restore former MEC 4-6-2 #470, which was donated to
the City in 1962, and rusting to pieces ever since.
N Springfield (MA) officially begins transformation into a
hub of regional transportation, with the renovation of the
terminal building and demolition of the baggage bldg.
NOVEMBER 2007 (15 years ago)

N Amtrak operates its last dome car (ex-GN i Gr @
Do me 0 10031 for t he first
bet ween Al bany and -fMoegeare

N Genesee & Wyoming buys Maryland Midland Rwy in
Maryland.

N Restoration begins on Canaan, CT, RR station, after
arson fire almost completely destroys historic structure.
NMTH and Lionel reach agreement in 7-yr-old lawsuit

over Lionelds theft of desi
NConnecticut D.O.T. expands
by adding weekend trips.

N Rail Runner Express service extends to Santa Fe, NM.
NWork underway by Amtrak to replace Thames River
Bridge in New London, CT.

NR.J. Corman RR Group purchases Chinese Class QJ
2-10-2 #7040 for special events use on its Kentucky line.
N MBTA purchases two Genset locos.

NMBTA adds A/C to 10 PCC trolleys used on Ashmont-

Mattapan Line.

NMa s s

$3 million HO-scale RR. 3,500-sg-ft with 1,450 ft. of
track and 34 trains running at the same time.

N Chris Barlow joins SSMRC.

N Club Operations dispatched from location, which is
now AHudson F a5l | yeto to beT builte r
NOVEMBER 1997 (25 Years Ago)

r cNFirst Talgo Train car shells arrive from Spain, to be
Cascad

compl eted for Amtrakos
NFlying Yankee transported from Glenn,
Claremont, NH, for restoration on C&C RR.
NLima Locomotive Works in Ohio demolished.

NH to

NPi oneer Valley RR/ Conrail
e nmremoved.
N Electrical Committee begins testing various DCC

i tsystems, in order to report to membership.

N Kato (finally) produces SD45 in HO-scale.
N Business meeting held in Bldg. 51 meeting roomd first
time with heat!
N Debate over rail passenger service to Portland
continues, with Guilford trying to dictate terms of contract
NOVEMBER 1992 (30 Years Ago)
N Building 51 windows bricked and brush cleared away
from building.
N Dorchester groundbreaking for restoration of Old
a Colony Commuter Rail.
t NAmtrak service from Boston to Portland expected to

s d start in 1993 (actual 2001-Ed.)

NLos Angeles inaugurates commuter rail service on
three linesLlLion&kloled AMetro
N Morrison-Knudsen reopens factory building in
Chicago, once operated by the Pullman Company to
build passenger cars.

g nNRailTex, Inc. purchases CN line from Truro, Nova

iScotia to Sydney, nami
Nova Scotia Rail wayo.
N Delaware & Hudson RR and the Soo Line RR become
totally integrated into the CP Rail System.
NOVEMBER 1987 (35 Years Ago)
N Editor tours, and reports on, Beech Grove Shops and
19th Street Chicago Coach Yard.

ng i

Coast al RR awarded St a

southeastern Massachusetts rail lines.

\Wo NOVEMBER 2002 (20 years ago)
NLine clearing for Greenbush Line begins. - Atlas
brings out44lécomptive. H1 5

| iNLast EMD F-unit built, New Haven FL9 #2059,
acquired by the RR Museum of New England.
No Gr een Goat 0 from Rail Powe
Vancouver, BC, tested on Union Pacific.
NMBTA increases parking lot fees to $2/day. BC Rail
runs last passenger traind Budd car-equipped Cariboo
Prospector.
N Auburn, ME, intermodal freight terminal on SLA RR
becomes dofficial port of ent
N CSX begins using air-powered end-of-train devices,
where electricity is generated by a turbine spun by brake
pipe pressure.

esNChicagod6s Museum of Science

i d
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N Computerized car-tracking system installed by MBTA.
NConrail purchases 30 GE B40-8s, nicknamed
AfCamel soO.

N 1,000 employees of Springfield Terminal RR, part of
Guilford Transportation, walk off the job. - Marklin

i ntroduces 0 Diogaifitstddr theSriodelr RRe r
industry.

ND&H6s | ar ge fArO/datenvlieti NY, tofraup.d O
N Bombardier, of Montreal, purchases all rail passenger
car designs of former Budd Company, of Philadelphia.

N Conrail bans steam locomotive excursions.

N C&O ceases as separate company; merged into CSX.
NOVEMBER 1982 (40 Years Ago)

N Ron Clough, Barry Doland and Honorary member Tom
Ryder voted into SSMRC.

N P&W takes delivery of first GP38s.

NAmtrak institutes #AMetroli
F40s on short Amfleet trains, between Boston and New
Yorkd 3 hr., 55 min.
NoSuperlinerod
haul trains.

N Amtrak begins Chicago-Toronto International service.

N Steamtown considers moving from Bellows Falls, VT
to Scranton, PA, due to advertising restrictions in VT.
NWhite Pass & Yukon RR suspends operations.
NGraham Claytor becomes Amt
president of the Southern RR and Secretary of the Navy.

N Batten Kill RR opens for business.

N ICC approves merger of Missouri Pacific and Western
Pacific into Union Pacific RR.

N Amtrak and the BLE agree to change from mileage-
based pay to hourly wage plan.

N 17-mile ex-B&M Ashuelot Branch from Keene, NH to
Hinsdale, NH abandoned. Used by Steamtown in the
early 1970s.

POTPOURRI

KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN (KCS), on Oct. 31,
held a groundbreaking ceremony for a second
international rail bridge spanning the Rio Grande
River from Laredo, Tex., to Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.
The Class | railroad said the new single-track span
bridge, to be completed in 2025, will be constructed
alongside the existing bridged the only one
spanning the river and connecting the two border
cities. It i s s | atkKéSlandt ¢
Mexican subsidiary Kansas City Southern de
México (KCSM) trains through the corridor,
relieving traffic congestion in Laredo and Nuevo
Laredo. (RA)

00600000

THE TUNNEL BORING machine assigned to the
Montreal Reseau express metropolitan (REM)
project, which was named Alice, has successfully

sl eepers be-gi

completed the most complex section. It took almost

two years to move through soft soil that lies
underneath the West Island Techno arc wetlands
and the Trudeau International Airport. The rest of
the REM 67-mile line is being constructed above
.ground. Tunnel borer manufacturer Robbins from
“Cleveland constructed the machine that is being
described as an earth-bound submarine. It is a 155-
meterlong fAmobil e factoryo
operators, mechanics, electricians, and handlers.
The submarine evacuated more than 300,000 tons
of material. The machine was created specifically to
handle soft soil conditions that have water under
pressure. The submarine controls the stability of
the tunnel face and possible surface subsidence by
monltonng and adjusting the pressure inside the
"N 'cutterhead chamber with the pressure out5|de
The machine also placed [ 3 ,
n cylindrical prefabricated rings “
to serve as tunnels walls as it |
moved underground. A total
of 1,800 rings made up of
12,600 segments were left
behind. No concrete pours were needed for the

" @tunnel section. (RA)
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AFTER MONTHS OF PREPARATIONS, Swiss
meter gauge rail company Rathish Bahn/Rhaetian
Railway (RhB) set a new world record for the
longest passenger train Saturday, Oct. 29, with a
100-car special train, formed of 25 identical electric
multiple-unit trainsets. The train ran on the world-
famous UNESCO Worl d Heri

route from Prada to Bergln via its spiral tunnels,
later crossing the famous Land Wasser Viaduct
before ending in Alane. The record-breaking run
was part of the celebration of the 175th anniversary
celebrations of the Swiss railway network and the
100th anniversary of the electrification of the
Rhaetian Railway network. (TN)
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VALLEY FLYER SERVICE between New Haven,
Conn., and Greenfield, Mass., will be made
permanent,  Massachusetts  Department  of
Transportation and Amtrak officials announced
Friday. The Greenfield, Mass., station, as seen
from the Vermonter in 2018. Bob Johnston

The extension of New Haven-Springfield service to
Greenfield was launched as a two-year pilot
program on Aug. 30, 2019. Service was reduced
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and revived in full
on July 19, 2021. The current schedule offers two
weekday round trips and one on Saturdays and
Sundays. (TN)
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WABTEC HAS CELEBRATED the 10th
anniversary of its manufacturing operations in Fort
Worth, having opened a 1-million-square-foot
locomotive plant and 250,000-square-foot mining-
equipment facility in October 2012. The mining
facility opened first, delivering its first product in
2012, with the first locomotive being delivered to
BNSF in 2013. Since then, it has delivered
approximately 3,000 new locomotives, customer
kits, and modernizations to railroads in North
America and Australia. The combined facility has
grown from 74 to 91 acres, with the addition of a
262,000-square-foot warehouse to support the two
manufacturing plants. It employs about 900 workers
and includes a 7-mile test locomotive test track
adjacent to a BNSF main line. Production
milestones include the beginning of production of
EVO Tier 4 locomotives in 2015, the beginning of
locomotive modernizations in 2017, and delivery of
the 1,000th Tier 4 locomotive in 2019. (TN)
00600060

SHORT LINE EASTERN MAINE RAILWAY next
month will acquire 45 miles of track in the Pine Tree
State from Canadi an Pa
Quebec subsidiary. Eastern Maine Railway will
acquire former Central Maine & Quebec trackage
from Canadian Pacific. Eastern Maine Railway,
owned by the New Brunswick-based J.D. Irving
Ltd., will gain 36.57 miles of main line along with
nine miles of branch line trackage in Maine. The
main line trackage links Grindstone and Brownville,
Maine, while the branches are located around
Millinocket, Maine. The deal will connect Eastern
Maine Railway with sister shortline Maine Northern
Railway. Eastern Maine also will acquire three
miles of trackage rights to connect the acquired
trackage with CP at Brownville Junction, Maine.
Northern Maine Railway will retain its trackage
rights over the former CMQ route to Brownville
Junction. (TN)
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BNSF RAILWAY HAS FILED SUIT over a start-up
airlineods effort t o
P a c i BNSE has filed suit in federal court for the
Northern District of Texas against FLOAT Alaska,
which is working to launch Northern
Pacific Airways, a low-cost airline based
in Anchorage, Alaska that plans to offer
flights between the U.S. and Asia. BNSF
has sued over trademark infringement,
saying the airline must halt its efforts to register the

Northern Pacific trademark. Northern Pacific
Rail way, of course, is o
000000

AMTRAK ANNOUNCED it will be entering into the
procurement phase in early 2023 to select a
contractor for the construction of a new Connecticut
River Bridge, which will be delivered via design-bid-
build delivery method. The bridge replacement will
allow for better reliability and decreased delays for
travelers due to trains traveling on more modern
infrastructure. As part of a more than $500 million
investment from  Amtrak, the Connecticut
Department of Transportation (CTDOT), and the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Amtrak
intends to award the contract in late 2023.
Construction is expected to start in early 2024. The
Connecticut River Bridge, first built in 1907, is
located on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) between
the towns of Old Saybrook and Old Lyme and is
used by Amtr ak,
freight trains. The project will involve building a two-
track, electrified, and resilient movable bridge
structure equipped with new track, signal, catenary,
power, communication, controls, and security
features. The new bridge structure is expected to
have a useful life of 150 years. As part of the
project, the selected contractor will also perform
any environmental mitigation required by the
permitting/NEPA process. (RA)
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MBTA GENERAL MANAGER Steve Poftak has
announced his resignation, effective Jan. 3. The
resignation comes nearly a full year ahead of the
end of his contract but will coincide with the arrival
of a new governor. It will end four years during
which Poftak has led the agency during the COVID-
19 pandemic as well as a series of accidents and
other operational issues that led to federal
directives to address safety issues. In an email to
staff, Poftak wrote,
continue to face challenges, | believe in the
strength and resilience
would spend his remaining two months preparing
for a transition to a new administration and new
leadership. (TN)
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PENNSYLVANIA WILL PROVIDE $3.7 million for
track improvements needed for a possible

Scranton-New York City Amtrak route, the Pocono
Record reports.

The grant through t he
Assistance Capital Program has been awarded to
the Monroe County Industrial Development
Authority. It will provide half the funding for 43,000
new crossties on a 40-mile stretch of the Delaware-
Lackawanna Railroad, allowing for higher speeds
for passenger service. The segment wis part of a
proposed route that also includes Amtrak and NJ
Transit. The state grant allows the agency to
pursue a federal grant for the remainder of the
funding. Amt r ak 0s i Co n n ®rc dtate-
supported corridor service envisions three daily
round trips on the New York-Scranton route and
says the service would provide an economic impact
of $87 million annually. (TN)
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THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
has launched a website for comments leading to an
evaluation of long-distance service Amtrak had
previously discontinued, as well as its two current
triweekly  routes, the New  Orleans-Los
Angeles Sunset Limited and the New York-
Washington-Cincinnati-Indianapolis-

Chicago Cardinal. Th e @A Amt r a k-disiaace
Ser vi ce §whicdbegan gperdtien Oct. 28,
now only describes the
the possibility of resurrecting routes dropped when
faced with federal budget reductions. Cutbacks,
additions, and re-routings occurred throughout
Amtrakés history, but
two groups, in October 1979, and May 1997:
October 1979:

& Floridian: Chicago-Nashville-Jacksonville-
Miami/Tampa,;

d National Limited: New York-Pittsburgh-
Columbus, Ohio-Indianapolis-St.  Louis-Kansas
City;

8 Lone Star: Chicago-Wichita-Oklahoma City-Ft.
Worth-Dallas/Houston;

0 North Coast Hiawatha: Chicago-St.
Bismarck-Billings-Missoula-Spokane-Seattle.
May 1997:

0 Desert Wind: Salt Lake City-Las Vegas, Nev.-
Los Angeles;
0 Pioneer: Denver-Boise-Portland, Ore.,-Seattle.
Other notable long-distance discontinuances were
the New York-Philadelphia-Chicago Broadway
Limited in September 1995 (though the Pittsburgh-
Youngstown-Chi cago segment,
Baltimore & Ohio route, was resurrected as an

Paul-
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extension of the New York-Pittsburgh Three
Rivers from 1996 until 2005), and the Sunset
Limited east of New Orleans, after the route was
repaired following damage inflicted by Hurricane
Katrina in August 2005. (TN)
FIVE CLASSIC RAILROAD STATIONS will be
featured on a series of postage stamps issued in
2023 by the U.S. Postal Service. Stations included
in the series are the Art Deco landmark Cincinnati
Union Terminal, which opened in 1933;
the Victorian structure at Point of Rocks,
Md., completed in 1876; Richmond, Va.,
Main Street Station, a Renaissance
Revival style station dating to 1901; the
S San Bernardino, Calif., Santa Fe Depot, a
Spanish Mission Revival building opened
in 1918; andthe Tamaqua, Pa,,
station built for the Philadelphia &
Reading Railroad in 1874. All are
currently in use for passenger service

4
|

except Tamaqua, which has been
preserved and is the home of a
restaurant. The station stamp series

resulted from a process that sees more
than 30,000 subjects suggested to the
Post al Serviceds Ci
Committee each year; it meets quarterly
and makes recommendations for stamp subjects to

the Postmaster General. (TN)

v ¥ ¥ M v w

VOTERS IN THE COMMUNITIES of New Bedford
and Fall River, Mass., have voted to join the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
V O clearing the way for operation of South Coast Rail
commuter service, which is expected to begin in
2023. Those two communities and Taunton, Mass.,
are the only major cities within 50 miles of Boston
that do not currently have commuter rail access to
the city. Work on the South Coast Rail project,
which extends the existing Middleborough/Lakeville
Line, began in 2019, but state law requires any city
or two to receive voter approval by Jan. 1 of the
year service is set to begin. In New Bedford,
80.43% of voters were in favor; in Fall River, the
figure was 78%. (TN)
00606000
UNION PACIFIC CHALLENGER No. 3985 took
one final ride on UPO6s
Tuesday, November 8", as the locomotive
prepared for its move to Silvis, lllinois. The
locomotive was paired with the original tender for
Big Boy No. 4014, since No. 4014 has been using
€No. 398506s

the fAHeritage

o0 No. §98mvélllbe gak aof d e r
D o n antludiagn2- S p e
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10-2 no. 5511, DD40AX No. 6936, and other
equipment, departing Cheyenne, Nov. 11", for the
move to Silvis. The equipment was donated to
Railroading Heritage of Midwest America in an
agreement announced earlier this year. The group,
which also operates Milwaukee Road 4-8-4 No.
261, plans to restore the locomotives to operating
condition. (TN)
000000
675$6%85* 5%,/ 52 Morfolk & Western
4-8-0 steam engine No. 475 returned to excursion
passenger duty November 7", af t er t he
mechanical department worked overtime to repair
smokebox damage from a Nov. 2 collision with a
tracked excavator. No injuries occurred, and the
railroad is cooperating with the Federal Railroad
Administration to isolate and clarify conditions that
contributed to the incident, which occurred as No.
475  (Baldwin  Locomotive
Works, 1906) ran around its
train at the turnaround point of

t he r oa dniils linet
Leaman Place Junction at
Paradi se Pa. |,

electrified Philadelphia-
Harrisburg, Pa., Keystone
Corridor. Vice President and
Chief Mechanical Officer

Brendan Zeigler said the damage was largely
confined t o -ikbosmokkehokftostand
door, with minor damage inside the smokebox to
the cinder screen netting and supporting parts. The
major visible repair work was threefold, as the
excavatoro6s
front and door, both of which shattered into pieces,
and damaged the headlight beyond repair. SRC
mechanics replaced the smokebox front with three-
guarter-inch-thick steel plate, using the damaged
item as a template. The smokebox door i the
hinged round center of the smokebox front T
|l i kewi se broke into
elected to braze-weld that. We put a reinforcing
steelringinsidet o hol d i The resnlgiea
door with visible spiderweb-like scars where the
sections were rejoined. Zeigler addressed the

a

boom punched

shar

h

guestion of why those br
down to restore a smooth
not to have them dothat,d0 he sai d, it
Owitness marké to remind
vigilance. St r asbur gos shop, w
best-equipped steam facilities in the nation,

routinely maintains not only its own fleet of steam
and diesel locomotives and cars but also fabricates
and repairs railroad equipment for museums, other
tourist roads, and amusement parks. Current

clients include East Broad Top and Black River &
Western. Founded in 1832, Strasburg Rail Road is
the oldest short line in the United States. Beginning
in 1959, it was transformed from a weed-grown
feeder line to the Pennsylvania Railroad into a
major steam-powered excursion carrier. Situated in
the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch tourist country, it
handles 250,000 to 300,000 passengers a year. It
also services several freight customers. (TN)
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THE MBTA SHOULD MEET a number of deadlines
in November for corrective action ordered by the
Federal Transit Administration, MBTA officials told
the transit @egEynBuythesagenay
remains short of the number of dispatchers it needs
to restore subway cuts that were made in June
because of safety directives issued by the FTA.
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TRANSPORT CANADA confirmed Oct. 31 that
state corporation VIA Rail Canada has been
shunted aside from its own project to construct and
operate an electrified
| cservice along the Corridor linking Quebec City,
Montreal, Ottawa and Torontod the only profitable
route VIA currently covers. A new state enterprise
will be created to carry the project forward and
oversee HFR operations. Technically, it will be a
subsidiary of VIA Rail, but the two entities will be
operated independently of each other and report
directly to Transport Canada. HFR trains will be run
by a vyetto-becchosen APrivate
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The Minister also reiterated that the Government
of Canada is committed to working with Indigenous
Peoples to take into consideration their views as it
develops options to enhance passenger rail service
in Southern Ontario. Deprived of the Corridor traffic,
d sVIA Rail would be left only with its money-losing’e
regional and national services, including its low-
e rfrequency and often interrupted stainless-steel
streamliner The Canadian, which runs in fits and
starts between Vancouver and Toronto at the
h z operating whim of its main host railway, CN.

(Unlike Amtrak, VIA Rail does not enjoy a
0 government-mandated  priority  over freight
ooperations.)) Thi s woul d ki Il

n i viability and eventually the provision of any publicly
owned passenger rail beyond the Quebec and
Ontario Corridor that spans the essential electoral
base of the governing Liberal Party led by Justin
Trudeau (whose father, former Prime Minister

Pierre Trudeau created VIA Rail in 1977). (RA)
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